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Together We Thrive:  Shifting from “Just” Paperwork to Powerful Partnerships with Families


Handout/Action Plan
	Adult-Child Interaction Practices

	In an Engaged Adult-Child Relationship, the Adult:

	Engages in Sensitive and Responsive Interactions

	Establishes and Sustains Child’s Interest and Engagement

	Encourages Turn-Taking

	Follows the Child’s Lead

	Challenges and Supports to Scaffold Child’s Learning

	Strategies to Strengthen Relationships

	

Affirm Parent Competencies
	· Recognize and acknowledge the value of parent’s ideas about how they support their child’s learning.
· Recognize and acknowledge positive and effective actions parents engage in that are linked to their child’s progress.
· Describe effective actions parents engage in and connect those parent actions to specific, positive child behaviors and skill development.
· Recognize and acknowledge parents’ ideas and positive actions towards achieving family outcomes.

	Encourage Parent-Child Interaction
	· Arrange the environment to support the interaction.
· Set up the interaction to match the developmental needs of the child.
· Ensure the interaction is mutually enjoyable for the parent and child.

	


Use Observations and Data
	· Observe child at home and in other settings.
· Describe what the child can do and is trying to do.
· Describe the child’s progress toward meeting developmental goals.
· Include formal and informal assessment data.
· Consider how observational and assessment data can inform:
a. decisions about “next steps” for the child/family’s outcomes.
b. the development of a plan to use effective strategies to support the child/family in attaining the outcomes.

	

Make Mutual/Joint Decisions
	· Use recent observations from parents and educators to guide discussions and decisions.
· Use available data from recent assessments/documentation.
· Establish agreement about the developmental goals set for the child.
· Jointly determine the activities/experiences to use to support the child’s learning and towards achieving family outcomes.
· Co-create plans for how to use the activities/experiences to support the child’s learning and family outcomes.
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	Opportunities: List all your opportunities to interact with parents.

	






	Opportunities: List all your opportunities with parents to use the above Getting Ready Strategies.
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	Getting Ready Strategy
	Opportunity
	Sounds Like or Looks Like

	
	
	


         Getting Ready Website: gettingready.unl.edu/
For more information please contact: Tammi Hechtner-Galvin at thechtner2@unl.edu  © 2024, Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska. The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based upon any protected status. Please see go.unl.edu/nondiscrimination.

© 2026, Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska. The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based upon any protected status. Please see go.unl.edu/nondiscrimination.

image3.png




image4.png
P 100
2

=]




image5.png




image6.png




image1.png




image2.png
GettingReady




